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INDIAN GEOGRAPHERS MEET' R'aiPur

The XVth annual conference of the Institute ol Indian Geographers

14-16 February' 1994

The XVth annual conference of the Irstitute of

Indian Geographes was held at Raipur from

14th to tOtn feU" 1994' Hosted by Pt'

Ravishankar Shukla University under the

patronage of prot'essorL'R" Kashyap, the Vice
'Chr,n."llc,t,',f 

the Univers ity, it was the largest

ever attended cont'erence of the Institute' Much

ilf the credit for the success of the conference

goes to Prot'essor H' S' Gupta, 
-the 

Head'

Schotll of Studies in GeographY, who was the

moving spirit behind inviting, organlsing and

suc:cesstblly conducting the conference'

The cont'erence was inaugurated by Dr' T'N'

Khoshotl, a distinguished scientist and fcrrmer

secretary of the Mini'sty of Enviornmelt-and

Forests,-Govt. of India' [n his inaugural address

Dr,Khoshoo presented in an outline the history

of Enviornmental decay in India and

emphasizecl the neecl for the presewation of

"oriron-"nt, 
and conservation of biological

diversity with which Inclia is richly bestowed'

In his introduc:torY speech Profesor Gupta laid

stress on the role ancl importanceof Geography

pirrticularly in the University programmes of a

Levetoping state like Maclhya Pardesh' rich in

econclmic resources and a cultural heritage

that i,s unique. Diviclecl into 13 technical

sections, the conference attracted over 300

delegates from all over India'

The conference was particularly well attended

by the Geographen of Macthya Pardesh' who

disc-ussed regional problems' Some of these

papers related to tribal realm were very

enriching.

There were several special t'eatures of the

conterence' Besides a plenary session on

Eviornment ancl Development, there were

invited lectures cln spec-iirl themes' The mclst

significant novelty of the Contbrence was the

Yirung Geographers' Award' This consisted of

certificates and prizes tbr the three best

papers in terms of content methodology and

pr"r"r*rion. The firs! second & the third

prize carried a cash amount of Rs' 2AAOI-'

ir..rSool- ancl Rs. 1000/- respectively'

Mention must be made of some very senior

Geographers like Prof. R'L' Singh, Dr'Pramila

f"mar, Prof.D. P' Agrawal and Pro{'essor

Rai, who encouragecl younger geographers

with their rich experience' A word of praise

must be saiil about the department of

Geography of Pt' Ravishankar Shukla

unirr"ersity. This is a farily large & well

developed department & has made good

progress in the last two decads' Besides

i"u..t ing upto postgraduate level' it has

doctor;l and project oriented research

programme seriously understaken &.

tomptetect. Prot'essor Gupta & his colleagues'

by tireir skill, sincere efforls and a spirit of

cooperation won the appreciatirln of all the

porii.iponts as was witnessed in the

valedicbry function where those who spoke

unfailingly admired the <teparrment & it.s
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academic and administrative staff and Dr. Ravishankar Shukla University, its head,expressed rheir thankfurness. proressei CrfL uno his coileagues, and

il:,1:'"[TJ.,i:i:'#"H,T11il,.ff 1;;it,]#:il]"#ll,'i;",:fi X,#lr;T:ii;

NATTONAL C'NFERENCE oN HUMAN EC,L'GY : ENVIR.NMENT &QUALITT oF LIF IN MIDDLE GANGA pTiTN

Department of Geography, University of Gorakhpur

The three day national conference on human
ecology, environment and quality of life in
middle Ganga plain, which conctuieO here on
20th March 1994, has rnade valuable
recommendations which could lead to a positive
growlh 

ln the qualify of tife of rhe peopie of the
area. It has emphasised the neeO of enhancing
the proportion of literates, increase in the
budget of family welfare and healrh facilities
for this region besicles an environmrnolty
sustainable programme to control the flood
and minimize the waErlogged area of this
flood-prone region. tq t o*Jr"r, maintained
thatenvironmental ethics among fhe rulers and
planners should be inculcutedly promoting
discource on this theme upto tne viitage level by
the NGO's.

The conference was inaugurated by Dr. Masood
Ahmad, the Eclucation Minister of U.p. tn t i,
speecll Education Minister emphasised the
need of change in the thinkingand behaviourof
well off persons towards sociity's rlowntroclclen
as well as the poor. He further remarked that
though natural environmental factors were
directly responsible for the living condition and
standard.of living of people of a given region,
yetcreation of a congenial social environlrent
is also crucial to people',s happiness. Henece in
analysing quality of life consideration of .krtal
environment' must be essential. He was,
therefore, hopeful that scholars gathered here,

would adhere to the holistic approach of thinking
to make the deliberations fruitful to the society
as well as to the planners.

The inaugural function started with the welcome
address of Dr" Ftrira Lal yaclav, a Reader in
Geography and Convener of the Conferencr,
who remarkecl that human ecology was not
simply a man_cnvironment relationship but it
was about the integratecl wholene,ss oflmain,s
rclationship to human society and natural
environment. It was ,

rire in rerarion,-.;:l:;T:i#mH"#j
purpose of the conf'erence, he saicl, was also to
concentrate on the propogation of awareness ofquality of lit'e centering arouncl regional
prohlems.

Yh1,"_plopogating the rheme of the conf'erence,

frof. J. Singh, Head, Geography Departmeng
Stat€d that the quality of life i, ,rurur.,t un
three basic: ingradients, which include infant
mortality, longevity ancl literacy. All these
three faclon in ther wholeness Olt"rmir" ifre
physical quality of life of any given region.

Prof. V. S. pathak, Vice_Chancellor of
Gorakhpur Univemity who presidccl ovcr thc
function, told that while entering into ,*"rryfirst century, the humanity holds many
challcngcs. Now the life of the peopt" to. t ."n
thrcateneii by ecological problemi creatcrl by
man himself. Dcstruction of foresLs and
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deterioration in the quality of environment

including the resources of water and food,

threatenes the very existence of life on this

earth. He emphasised the need to inculcate

traditional values and ethical norms among the

ma.sses aswellas those who matter ingoverning

the peoPle.

The Confbrence cliscussed a variety of themes

on a period of three days ranging from eco-

friendly technology to population pressure &

voting behaviour of PeoPle.

During the valedicatry function Dr' S'K'

Dikshit, Secretary, presented a summary of

the three days academic: ttctivities of' the

Conl'erence. Dr.K'N' Singh read out the

recclmmerultrtions of the conference which

were finalized after a parawise discussion by

199

the clelegates. On the last day afternoon a

field study tour of ecological importance was

organisecl for the delegates.

This conference was organised under the

auspices of North India Society for Human

Ecology (SNE-N' India) recognised as

CHEC (Commonwealth Human EcologY

Council) [ndia's U.P. Chapter, in tlle

Department of Geography, University of
Gorakhpur trom March 18-2A,1994" Majtlr

tinancial support-s were received trom Dr'

Raiendra Yitclav, Executive Engineer, Rural

Engineering Services-Deoria and Gorakhpur,

Sri Mamraj Singh,IAS, Administrator,
Gorakhpur City Corptlration, Major M'P'

Singh, CPRO, NE RtrY, GorakhPur and

Sri J.K. Jaiswal, M.L.A. Pipraich C<lnstituency'

Dr. Hiralal Yadav
Convener of the Confbrence


